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PREFACE. 


E that writes for a Party, writes 
under theſe Diſadvaniages among o- 
thers, that wiatſoever be offers to 


the Publick, is ſuppoſed, at leaſt by the oppoſite || 
Party, to tbe the Effect of Prejudice; that 


while he feeds the Zeal of lis own, he inflames 
' the Spleen of the other Side; that tis very un- 


likely lle fhou'd make any Converts to his Opinion, | 5 
by reaſouing in an Afair, that Reaſon is feldom 


admitted to any Share in; and that Poſterity 
will have little, of any Reliſh to bis Lucubrations, 
the peculiar Occaſion they ſerve, and for which 
ubey are calculated, circumſcribing the Perigg, 
in which they can either be of Uſe to the 
Hora, or bring Credit to their AO 


However, as theſe are Countreys it 2. — | 


very one may {peak his Mind, be his Tha bis 
never ſo extraordinary 3 as this is a Pari o Bis 


Majeſty's Dominious, in aubich, Thanks 40 ur. 


Conſtitution we have not much to do; 5 4s. there 
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is no lack of Paper patever there may be of 
me other Mee among uf; and as the 


Repeal of the" TRS ACL i the Snbjeft of Diſ- 


courſe over all the Nation, ny Cores will 
give me Leave, 1 n 0 £6 in my a ord a= 
e | "aps Ne 
Wen „ 25 
85 T bope too, if F fot Oe on tha Sie OI 
_ bar Laws and Conſtitution, they will excuſe that 
Liberty in me, ſince they ſo often approve the 
| * Freezotn of thoſe, who ſpeak againſt them. Pre- 
Jullice dres not always go along with Eftabliſh- 
ment, and be that vindicates the Government, 


may be in the Right, notwithſtanding the loud 


Pauns of unprejudiced Reaſoning in thoſe who 

oppoſe it. Tis true, contradifting old Opinions, 
and. diſputing againſt Perſuaſions long and gene- 
. rally received, has a certain bold and unbiaſ5'd 
Air; but it is nothing more than an Air. Opi- 
ons are ne er a whit the more to be deſpiſed 
for being old, nor Truth the worſe for the wear- 


ing. *Tis certain, ſhe may appear leſs agreeable 


to thoſe wwho are fond of Novelty, and who pre- 

fer a mew Falftood, ſpruce and freſh, to an old 
Truth"; but this is not the Caſe with graver 
and folder Minds. They ſtill grow more fond of 
ber; upon a further Acquaintance, and (what 
ſeems "muſt abſurd to theſe exalted Spirits that 


joarh every Tenet embraced by others, as they 


Would a ftale Wench) they like her rather the 
Better Jr bor bat wing ſo og admirers, and 
N - * think 


ang 
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5 „e ren, en e eee 
\\ 275 d an and approved ber... $30 * An Ned 8 as 
by On" the other Bibs, io enter the Lit, in ** 
Diſpute, in which you have Acts of Parliament 
to back. you, looks a little cowardly. You. argue 
on the Side of Power, and ſo appear either t 
be a Slave to that Power. your ſelf, or de ir 2 
of making others ſo. But the moſt coutagious ' 
may chuſe the leſs dangerous Side 10 foght g on, Bros 
vided they think it the right one, and tis no more. 
Courage always to fight againſi Si ength, than tig 
Wiſdom always to oppoſe Truth .- All Parties 
twit one another with Prejudice and Slavery, 
of Thought ; and if thoſe who oppoſe any Eflas | 
bliſhment, can inſinuate that its Defenders are 
led by Authority, they may with as much Ju- 
ſtice inſiſt that their Adverſaries are ſpurr d on Oy 
Spleen, and byaſid by their Diſcontents. 
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For my Part, Pm none 16 of thoſe by ave Fellows, 
that love to ſhew their Strength by encountering 
every Ti bing that's ſtrong; none of thoſe Knightys 
errant in Diſputation, who are profe//ed. Ibes 0 
all Opinions that are beſriended by others, aud 
protect, with all the Proweſs and Puiſſance of 

 Libertiniſm, thoſe poor diſtreſſed and helpleſs Ze. 
nets that are deſerted by all Mankind. J am on 
the Side of the Sacramental-Teſt, and Baue 
been ever ſince I read the Argument. offei'd a- 
gainſt 
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| of. their. Cauſe. Tir Reaſon enough for any on- 

b abett the 0 onſtitution, that he finds no Reaſon 
70 oppoſe i. In ſuch a Caſe we ſhou'd be as much {| 
 afpamed to be neuter, ar we ſhou'd be to intereſt 
our ſelves, when mere Party, and the ſelfiſh 
Views of particular Men make the Difference. J 
ſhball offer my Thoughts with all the Candour 7 
can, and afford our Opponents as mild Treatment 
as the Nature. of the Diſpute, and their own Be- 
-: whe will Permit. 
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more convincing be advanced in Favour” \ 


FT EXAMINED, Oc. 


E W Miſtakes about Religion have 
done it more Harm, than that pre- 
vailing one, ſo ſeemingly agreeable 
to its Nature, that there is a natu- 

| ral and neceſſary Oppoſition be- 

\ tween the Temporal and Eternal Intereſt of 
Mankind, and that the Courſes by which we 
muſt purſue this World's Happineſs, tend di- 
rectly againſt thoſe we take to be happy inthe 
next. This gave the Chriſtian Religion, which 
is altogether mild and free in itſelf, and * 


| BY 


TEE 


4 # of Hope and Chearfulnęſs in its Effects, a 4. ; 


vere, forbidding, gloomy Aſpect, in private 
Life; and exhauſted a great Part of that no- 
ble Teal, in remote Deſarts, or lonely Monaſte- 
ries, which might have done infinite Service 
to Mankind, had it been exerted briskly a- 
mong thoſe whoſe natural Coldneß made it 
necef] ary for them to be warm'd by Spirits 
more inflimed, and not pour'd out in ſolitary 
Devotion to a Maſter that loves Induſtry bet- 
ter than Prayer, and prefers Mercy to Sacrifice. 
Bir che ill Effects of this Error extended 
much farther than the Conduct of private Per- 
ſons ; it excited a ſtrong Prejudice againſt our 
Religion, as a Thing, in its Nature, detrimen- 
tal to, or deſtructive of Civil Government. It 


Was 


not to be ſuppoſed, that a Religion, that 


bidius altogether neglect this World, ſhou'd 

poſſibly be conſiſtent with any political Scheme 
of fecuring worldly Eaſe, or Wealth, or Pow- 
er to a Society. It was ſome time before 


this 
Chr 


was found to be a h Miſtake, and the 
iſtian Religion, appear'd, what it really 


18, the moſt perfect F oundation of Civil Go- 
vernment, and as well calculated to procure 


and 


Mankind, as the eternal, by mini 
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vour. It cuts the Monkiſh off from . "the 
World, and buries them alive in Monaſteries 
or Retircinctits, where they rather hide from 
their Task-maſter than rhe Temprer, and con- 
ſult their Eaſe perhaps as much as, their, Secus 
rity. - And it puts Fanaticks upon divorcing. 
Religion and Government, which are ſo ne- 
ceſſarily cut our for cach other, that they c: 
ſcarce ſubſiſt aſunder. Tis ſtrange, that thoſe, 
who own we ſhall be rewarded in; another 
World, according as we have ſhewn our ſgives 
in this, good Neighbours, Subjccts, Magi- 
{trares, or Kings, ſhould deny Religion to be 
alſitam to Politicks, when it ſaves Souls ba 
the very ſame Means that it ſerves Socicty. In 
ſecuring Honeſty, and Charity, (which mo- 
dern Libertines had rather call Benevolence) 
does it not extremly promote the Good of 
Society? And in ſo doing, does it not alto. 
qualify us for a more refined Society, and a 
nobler Scheme of Government, than that. 
which it carries to as high Perſection hers as 
human Degeneracy will permit? | 
The Uiſe of Reveal'd Religion is to Chest 
up and; enforce the Natural; and Whilſt it 
does ſo by Powers ſuperior to Nature, it fe, 7 
tords the ſureſt and firmeſt Baſis to Civil = 
vernment, which neceſſarily bottoms on Mor | 
rality. Now whereſo-ver any Principle, or 
Ocdinance, or. Diſcipline ot Religion can he 


cf:Uſe: to the Amendment or Support of a 
ao State, 
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State, the Application cannot but be adviſa- 
ble. Did our Legiſlature think otherwiſe, it 
wou'd prohibit the publick, Uſe of Oaths, and 
then what wou'd become of all our judiciary 
Proceſſes and Tryals? What wou'd become 
of the Profecution and Puniſhment, of Crimi- 
nals, and the Adminiftration of - Juſtice be- 
tween Man and Man? If, becauſe in Swearing 
we invoke the Divine Atteſtation in ſo ſolemn 
a manner, it ſhall therefore be thought a Pro- 
fanation to ſwear in Temporal Matters; we 


mall at one Daſh expunge the greater, and by 


far the more uſeful Part of all our Laws, and 


lzave it impoſſible for the Legiſlature 1 frame 
others that may ſerve inſtead of them. But 


where is the Profanation in this Uſe of Oaths? 
Is not God, in order to judge us in another 
Life, a continual Witneſs of all we do or 
lay in this, whether we invoke his Teftimo- 
ny or not ? And if he be, how do we de- 
baſe his Divine Attention by applying to it, 
ſince he vouchſafes it to all that paſſes among 
us, tho” we ſhou'd not apply? One kind of 


 Difenters may call ſuch an Uſe of Oiths a 
State-Tool, a Political Engine, or whatſoe- 


ver elſe their Imaginations, by Which they 
are governed in religious Matters, can ſug- 
geſt ; but I hope our Legiſlators will not 


think it a Reaſon for throwi 'S T g ge 
. homing HTS 
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of Diſnters may urge the ſame Objections 
(for others they cannot ur ge, the Caſe being 
perfectly parallel) and give the ſame Names 
to the 2% Ad; but if that Statute can be 
proved to have enjoyned ſomewhat uſeful to 
the State and the Religion eſtabliſhed, with- 
out any Profanation of the Holy Sacrament, 
tis to be hoped both their weak Cavils, and 
reproachful Terms will be held equally unjuſt - 
by thoſe who are to determine what Laws 
we thall be governed by. 5 - O e 

In all well modell'd States, Religion and 
Government are made to lean upon and at- 
ford each other a mutual Support, it being 
impoſſible, humanly ſpeaking, to ſecure the 
one, independent of the other. In that of 
England and Ireland, they are twiſted toge- 
ther, by the Wiſdom of our Laws, in ſuch a 
manner as may beſt preſerve Peace to the 
State, Purity to our Faith, and Uniformity 
to our Profeſſion. But then we are to ob- 
ſerve here, that tis only Religion according 
to the Reformation of England, that is''eſta+ 
bliſh'd as a Part of the Conſtitution, and not 
other Profeſſions or Perſuaſions, which are to- 
lerated, but by no means authorized as the Re- 
lion of che Moe. We — er to — 

ve, that the Te-Adt is the very Law" Dy 
e Sa | Aon is made between Wels 
who arg cſtabliſh'd, and the reſt, that are on: 


ly tolera 


erated. The T2f#-4# then wan 
| 1 


0 129 
this Diſtinction, has mark'd out the Bounda- 
ries, and fix d the Barriers, of dur Conſtitution, 
by which I mean the Aggregate of Civil and 
Ecoleſiaſtical Intereſts, 'as united in the Body 
Politick, As then, whatſoever ſtrengthens 
and ſecures the one Part, muſt, on Account 
of the neceſſary Union between both, ſtrength- 
en alſo and ſecure the other, ſo the "Sacramen- 
zal-Tefi, being the beſt Means to preſerve U- 
niformity of Perſuaſion, is therefore the ſureſt 
Way to preſerve the Uniformity of Intereſt, 
and Civil Peace to the Common: weal. And 
that it is ſo, may appear fram hence, that 
as Religion is a Matter of infinite Importance, 
Differences about it in any State, muſt great- 
ly impair its Influence upon the Morals of the 
People, and turn that Zeal, which ſhou'd ex- 
ert it ſelf in good Works, into the Channel 
of Diſſention; that when it has taken that 
unhappy Turn, it muſt necefſarily divide, em- 
broil, and ſhake the Common- wealth to Pie- 
ces; that the Teſ- Act, in order to prevent 
theſe ill Conſequences, in a Country already 
molt unfortunately diſunited, has excluded, 
from Places of Truft and Influence, thoſe 
diſſimilar Parts, that have Intereſts inçompa- 
rible with that of the Eſtabliſhment, and con- 
ſequently muſt have Deſigns bard? with 
its Welfare. 
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Since then Religion and Government re- 

quire the Support of each other, ſince they're 
united in the Conſtitution of England and 
Ireland, ſince they ftand under it as the Legs, 
to which, it owes its firm Support and its 
graceful Motion, whatſoever maims either, 
muſt make the whole Body halt or totter. As 
the %- Act was erected as a neceſſary Defence 
on the Religious Side, where, by Means of 
the Diviſions among us, our Conſtitution is 
moſt vulnerable, the Repeal of it mult leave us 
expoſed in that Quarter to the ſudden Entry 
of all thoſe Religious Broils and Bickerings, 
that at preſent only prowl about the Fences of 
the Sheep · fold, and diſtract thoſe vagrant Per- 
ſuaſions that ſtraggle from Eſtabliſnment. Thus 
much may ſuffice to ſhew that the Sacramen- 
tal-Teſt is of no ſmall Uſe to the Conſtitution 
of theſe Countries. 

Let us next ſee whether it be a Prophana- 
tion of the Holy Sacrament. By Prophana- 
tion, IT believe is meant the Application of ſa- 
cred and holy Things, to mean and wicked 
Purpoſes. | | 
Are the Purpoſes of this Act mean? Their 
being immediately Temporal does not make 
them ſo, ſince, taking them in the loweſt 
Light, they are of the greateſt Moment to 
Mankind, conſider'd in the preſent State af 
Things, and ſince in the laſt Reſults, to which 
the firſt and greateſt Regard is due, they tei 


8 {0 
INC 


| T4 
ſo directly to, and ſo ſtrongly further the great 
End of Religion, the Salvation of Souls. The 


Purpoſes of the Sacramental-Teft are the Pre. 


ſervation of Peace to the Common - wealth, by 
providing that its Power be lodged in Hands 
directed by the ſame Principles, and united by 
the ſame Mind. 1 hope this is no mean Pur- 
| poſe. Again, tis another Purpoſe of that AR, 
that the Chriſtian Religion, by which we ex- 
pect eternal Salvation, provided we underitand 
and practice it aright, be preſerv'd pure and 
entire from Hereſy and Schiſm. Neither does 
this ſeem to be a mean Purpoſe. 
But further, are che Ends of this 26% wick- 
ed? Yes, ſay the Diſſenters, it was enacted by 
a Party-Spirit to exclude no inconſiderable 
Share of honeſt, religious, and loyal Members 
trom their natural Rigbts and Privil»ges, Now 
J believe as much might be ſaid to prove that 
Parliament, in which this 4# was paſs'd, ſtu- 
dious of their Country's Welfare, and the 
Good of Religion, as cou'd be ſaid in Favour 
of any other Parliament. But it matters not 
what their Deſigns were, or what Principles 
anſpired the Act, provided it be good in it 
Aelt. Harry the 'Eighth is accuſed of having 
haken off rhe Pope's Supremacy on very ill 
Motives. Whether that Accuſation be juſt 
or not, is by no means our Buſineſs to enquire, 
in order to know whether we ſhou'd rejoice 
in the Reformation of Religion and the Re- 
| covery 
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Fovery of Liberty, which enſued. Providence 
. frequently lays hold of the Deſigns and Prac- 
tices of ill Men to bring about its own admi- 
rable Schemes, in which all ſhou'd rejoice, 
or at leaſt acquieſce, tho they do not approve 
the Ends had in View by. thoſe wicked In- 
ſtruments, who only concerted the Means, 
while the great Controuler diſpoſed the Event. 
But with Reſpect to the Conſtitution, the 
Members excluded were not as honeſt as might 
be wiſh'd, as appear'd by their Attempts to 
overthrow the Civil Government, nor fo reli- 
gious in Regard to the Eftablifh'd Perſuaſion, 
as was manifeſt from their known Abhorrence 
of it, and the ill Effects of that Abhorrence, 
which I forbear to name, nor altogether fo 
loyal in their Principles, as their own Country 
can witneſs from their Fondneſs for a Repub- 
lick, and as all the World can witneſs, from 
the Subverſion of our Monarchy and the Ex- 
ecution of a good King. It was no wicked 
Purpoſe to exclude ſuch, in order to preſerve 
the pureſt Form of Religion, and the moſt 
excellent Scheme of Government upon Earth, 
both which, their Fanatick Fury and wild 
Ambition had once already laid in the Duſt, 
and therefore cou'd not prudently be truſted 
with the Power of doing it again. 
But ſill, ſay they, tis a Proſtitution of ſo 
:Jacred an Ordinance, as the Lord's Supper, 
% make-it the Means of obtaining a Poſt ot 
11303 Profit. 
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Gt we F 
Profit. We thank them for their kind Cons 
cern at our Abuſes, but they muſt excuſe us 
if we do not ſubmit to be reform'd by thoſe, 
who can never have done Reforming, eſpe- 
cially ſince they appear to attempt it not 
without ſome ſmall Spice of Self- intereſt. But 
as they do not think themſelves yet abſolutely 
rfect, let them reform at home, let them 
pull out that Beam which obſcures their o, 
Sight, which makes their firſt Reformation 
ſeem an Old Light and a dim Light, and which 
has put them upon kindling up a New Light; 
and then they will be the better able to diſtin- 
guiſh whether the Teſt-Adt be a Mote in our 
Eyes, or only an Eye-ſore to themſelves. 
But the Te- Act docs not in the leaſt, en- 
joyn the Sacrament as a Means of obtaining a 
Place of Profit. Firſt, The Sacrament is not 
at all enjoyned by the Statute, inaſmuch as 
Communion ſomewhere is to be ſuppoſed, 
whether an Employment is obtained or not; 
this is plain enough from hence, that receiving 
it with Diſſenters or Papiſts does not qualify, 
and yet Diſenters and Papiſis will own, tis 
the Sacrament among them, as well as when 
adminiſtred according to the preſcript Form 
of the Church of England. So that 'tis the 
Manner of receiving only, that is made the 
Teft, as the Dean of Chicheſter has fully pro- 
. 1 ä 


Well, 


1 
Well, but ſay they, We cannot enter upon 
© any Employment, without firſt recelving the 
© Sacrament, in order to that Employment, 
© and, it mult be a Shock to our Conſciences, 
© that while we are receiving that Sacrament, 
© the only End of which is to commemorate 
© the Death of our bleſſed Saviour, we are ne- 
© ceſlitated to have other Ends in View, and 
© thoſe Temporal too. 1 

But I can't fee, after all the Stir that is 
made on this Article, how they are either ne- 
ceſſirated, or even tempted to make Profit 
their End; I mean thoſe who wou'd receive 
however. The Sacrament it ſelf may be very 
well directed to irs own proper End, tho' the 
Time and Manner of receiving be in order to 
ſome what elſe of a Nature foreign only, but not 
ſinful, nor contrary to that of the Sacrament. 
This Diſtinction does not ſeem to be ſo very 
ſubtle, but that every one may make it, who 
has Senſe enough to receive either the Sacra- 
ment or an Employment. 

However, may not a Perſon, who has three 
Months to qualify himſelf in, take ſeveral Op- 
portunities of communicating during that 
Space, not one of which he need apply in 
his own Mind to any Temporal End at all? 
He that takes ail Opportunities of receiving, 
cannot temporalize his 'Thoughts at the Sa- 
crament, by any Views of Qualification, be- 
cauſe. he only receives in his ordinary Courſe, 
3 810 B and 
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and does what he wou'd have done had he 


never got an Employment, and all he does, 


in order to qualify, is taking a Certificate 


from the Miniſter who gave him the Sacra- 


ment at any of the ſeveral Occaſions, within 
the three Months preſcribed by the Law. 

As for him, who wou'd not receive unleſs 
in order to an Employment, his contemptuous 


Omiſſion of that Duty, wou'd have ſhewn as 


great Diſregard to the Sacrament, as his mer- 
cenary Performance of it; ſo that the Statute 
in this Caſe, can no more be ſaid to enjoin a 
Prophanation of the Sacrament, than the Ca- 
non, which obliges all Confor miſts to commu- 


nicate at Eaſier, under certain Penalties, that 


are purely temporal to ſuch as would not re- 
ceive, but to avoid them, If the Canon be 
right, as it may be proved to be, without much 
Trouble, the Statute, for the ſame Reaſon, 
muſt be ſo too. | 


But the Advocates for the Repeal, will in- 


fiſt, that every End has all thoſe Actions for 
its Means, which if omitted, the End cannot 
be obtained; that the Legal Enjoyment of a 
Place of Truſt or Profit cannot be arrived at 


without receiving the Sacrament ; and that 


conſequently, Communion is by the Teſt- AF 
made the Means of Profit always, and often 
of Avarice and Ambition. 111 


, Surely 
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Surely thoſe, who argue in this manner, 
muſt have either great Pity for the hard Cir- 
cumſtances, or a deep Abhorrence of the 
Worldly-mindedneſs of all Miniſters in what- 
ſoever Perſuaſion, not one of whom can keep 
their Places, or the Profits from thence ari- 
ſing, without both adminiſtring and receiving 
the Sacrament at the Seaſons appointed by the 
ſeveral Methods of Diſcipline among them. 
Bur *tis now high time to diſmiſs this Ar- 
gument, and turn to Conſiderations of ano- 
ther Nature. 8 
The Difenters remonſtrate, That, as the 
© Mind ought to be free with reſpect to the 
Choice of a Religion, ſo it ought to be laid 
under no Temporal Difficulties, that might 
warp its Judgment, or tempt it to take that 
Way that is cleareſt of worldly Obſtacles, 
tho' not the moſt ſafe and direct Path to E- 
ternal Happineſs; that all Laws, whether 
coercive or excluſive, that bear upon this 
neceſſary Liberty of the Mind, are hurtful 
to Religion; and that the Te/%-Adt is one of 
thoſe, and therefore ought to be repealed. 
Before we anſwer this, let us draw the en- 
tire Minor of this Objection, for none of their 
Papers, publiſhed of late, have it fuller than 
as I have put it; that the Teſ- Act, together 
with thoſe Laws, that oblige Di//enters to pay 


Tithes to the Eftabliſh'd Miniſters, are among 
| B 2 thoſe 


Vin 


n 
thoſe that biaſs our Choice of a Religion, and 

therefore ought to be repealed, . 
They do not think it proper to draw the 
entire Propoſition at preſent; what they want 
now, is to paſs the Argument on the Parlia- 
ment, and obtain the one Point, and when 
hereafter another Occaſion ſhall. offer, they 
can ſupply the reſt, and with the ſame Juſtice 
ought to obtain every other Advantage, which 
the Conſtitution has not yet allowed them. 
That we ſhou'd not lay the Conſcience nor 
the Judgment under any Temporal Biaſſes in 
the Choice of a Religion, is true. But ris 
alſo true, that ſuch Impoſition is impoſſible in 
all Minds capable of ſo much Religion as will 
be ſufficient to fave a Soul. Temporal Con- 
ſiderations weigh nothing with ſuch, when 
put into the Scale againſt Eternal; and ſo 
can only biafs a Mind already loſt to Religion, 
| Had not this been the Caſe, our Religion 
eouꝰ d never have made its Way into the World, 
in ſpite of ſo much Perſecution, which the 
Divine Wiſdom permitted as the beſt Means 
to diſſeminate its Truths among Minds incapa- 
ble of Compulſion. But tho? Perſecution had, 
at the firſt Propagation of the Goſpel, perhaps 
better Effects, than the utmoſt Countenance 
and Favour of Power could, yet it was not 
deſign'd to be always perſecuted, Toleration 
ſometimes interpoſed, and ar laſt, entirely ſup- 
preſſed Perſecution, and continued, till it was 
itlelt 
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itſelf ſuperſeded by Eſtabliſhment, the natural 
and neceſſary Effect of a general Converſion. 


This was the State to which Reli gion was de- 


ſign'd to arrive, even under the ſevereſt Treat- 
ment it met with. This was that Reſting- 
place, which it was to attain to thro'ꝰ much 
Tribulation, and from whence it was to dif- 
play its Power and Glory in full Luſtre, and || 
diſpenſe its Influence among Mankind, with _ | 
all the Force Human, as well as Divine Au- 
thority could give it. - 

After Religion had been cheriſh'd in its In- 
fancy by Miracles, fed in irs Youth by other 
Divine Aſſiſtances, confirmed in both by ſuch 
Exerciſe as was molt likely to give it a vigo- 
rous Conſtitution, it was wedded to the Civil 
Government in its Manhood, and left to rely 
upon the united Strength of Faith and Human 


Laws, without any other apparent Succours 
from Heaven, than ſuch as God's ordinary Pro- 
vidence is wont to bring. | 


Some Eſtabliſhment then has been neceſſary 
ever ſince the ceaſing of thoſe Means, whether 
oppreſſive or aſſiſtant, that tried and proved 


the Divinity of the Chriſtian Religion to the 


World. The Queſtion is, in what this Eſta- 


bliſhment conſiſts, In the ſeveral Countries, 


in which different Forms have been eftabliſh'd, 
it has differ'd according to the different Modes 


of Civil Government, and the different De- 
grees of Charity and Moderation, by which 
Hoi their 
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their Councils have been uten. In moſt 


Popiſh Countries the Eccleſiaſtical as well as 
Civil Eſtabliſhment is Arbitrary, impoſing one 
Form, and perſecuting all others. But in Exg- 


land and Holland, as the Conſtitution Tempo- 


ral enjoys as much Freedom as is conſiſtent with 
the Government of a State, ſo the Spiritual 
keeping Pace with it, is as free as the Preſer- 
vation of requiſite Forms and Diſcipline will 
permit. However, in each, one Profeſſion is 
eſtabliſhed, and all others only Tolerated, 
That we may ſee the Difference between 
Eſtabliſhment and Toleration, and in what 
each conſiſts, let us ſuppoſe the loweſt and 
molt moderate Eftabliſhment, and the higheſt 
and moſt favourable Toleration. I cannot ſee 
how 'tis poſſible to eſtabliſh a Religion with- 
out fo uniting it with the Civil Government, 
as to give it from thence as much Power as is 
requiſite to prefcrve the Form and Diſcipline, 
to ſecure the Mainrenance of the Clergy, and 
to guard it from the Attempts and Intruſion 
of thoſe, whole different Principles and oppo- 
ſite Drifts, make them Foes to its Proſperity · 


Such is the Eſtabliſhment of England and Ire- 


land conſider'd as founded on thoſe Acts, that 
authorize the Canons, the Aft of Uniformity, 


the f. Ad, &c. 


The higheſt Degree of Toleration is, when 
ſuch Pei laſtons as diſſent from the Eſtabliſh- 


ment, are lett at full Liberty to worthip God 


after 
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after their own Way ; and maintaining their 
own Miniſters, erecting their own Places of 
Worſhip, and afſembling at their own Times, 
have the free Exerciſe of their Religion. Such 
is the Toleration enjoy'd by the Diſſenters in 
theſe Countries; and higher, I think, Tole- 
ration cannot be carried; every Step beyond, 
is in Proportion, a Step towards Eſtablith- 
ment, among which may be reckoned the 
Sallaries allow'd to Diſenting Teachers out of 
the Publick Funds, 
| Well, but the Diſſenters are not ſatisfied 

with all this. The Teft- A# leems {till too op- 
preſſive to be acquieſced in, and they think it 
ryrannical to deprive them of Civil or Milita- 
ry Employ ments, on Account of their Religi- 
ous Scruples. Shou'd the Legiſlature then 
comply with their modeſt Demand, what 
wou'd be the Conſequence ? Why, they 
wou'd thereby be render'd bolder, ſtronger, 
and more importunate to be exempred from 
the Tythes, which Point, whenſoever they 
ſhall obtain, 't is not at all to be ſuppoſed they 
will ſtop there; no, they will inſiſt on having 
the Proceedings of their Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods ſupported by the Laws of the Land, and 
all the Proceſſes enſuing upon Kirk- differen- 
ces expedited in the Secular Courts. No- 
this amounts to as compleat an Ettabliſhment 
as the Nature of Bri7iþ Freedom will permit. 
So then we ſhall have two Eſtabiiſh'd Religions, 
4 both 
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both jealous of each other's Power, both mu- 
tually diſcontented at the Priviledges enjoyed 
by the other Party, both living in a recipro- 
cal Exchange of Injuries, and at laſt, flying 
in each other's Throats, and trampling down 
the Conſtitution, whilſt they contend for the 
ſole Enjoyment of its Power. Such Polyga- 
my of Religions muſt make the Civil Hul- 
band very unealy. | pe = 

Our Legiſlature has certainly too much Dif 
cernment, as well as too much Regard for the 
Welfare of their Country, to bring it into 
ſuch a Situation. We may be bold to pro- 
mile for the preſent Parliament of Ireland, that 
they will never admit a Step towards ity and 
before a Repeal can be procured, it will be 
neceſſary to diſſolve This, and pack a new 
One of ſuch Aliens to their Country's In- 
tereſt, as I hope Jreland will never produce. 

Tho' rhe Di/enters, . whenever they have 
had the Power to do it, have alwayseſtabliſh'd 
their own Perſuaſion, as in Scotland and Hol- 
land, and only tolerated others, yet as they are 
here inferior to thoſe who join the Eſtabliſh'd 
Religion, many of them declaim aloud againſt 
Eſtabliſhment. They ſay, the Religion of 
the State is ridiculous :z that the Common- 
wealth ſhou'd chuſe a Religion, and vote it 
in Parliament, is abſurd, and that for any Hu- 
man Power to pretend to authorize one Per- 
ſuaſion and diſcountenance another, is arrogant 
and impious. | It 
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It has already been ſhewn, that a State 
cannot ſubſiſt without Religion, that no Re- 
ligion can long ſubſiſt, or at all anſwer the 
Uſes of the State, without Uniformity, and 
that Uniformity, without Eſtabliſhment, is 
impoſſible. On theſe Accounts, a State is not 
only at liberty, but under a Neceſſity of chuſing 
a Religion. But further, it ſeems very hard, 
that whilſt every one pleads for a Privilege of 
chuſing the Religion he likes beſt, the Legi- 
ature ſhou'd be excluded. Why ſhou'd: a 
ſingle Perſon, for the Conduct of his Mind, the 
Regulation of his Paſſions, and the Govern- 
ment of the little individual Commonwealth 
within, be free to eſtabliſh what Sett of Re- 
ligious Principles he pleaſes for himſelf, and 
the State, which it is ſo much harder to go- 
vern, have no fix'd Principle to bind it toge- 
ther, and ſupport its Laws? Why, ſay they, 
1 Becauſe a Religion cannot be publickly Eſta- 
bliſned, but by the Voices of the greater 
Number, in which Caſe, the leſſer muſt 
* either give into the Perſuaſion of the Majo- 
* fity, and then what becomes of individual 
Freedom? Or elſe muſt ſubmit to be exclu- 
* ded by the Eſtabliſhing Laws, from their 
Share in the Adminiſtration of their Coun- 
* try.” The former they need not do, and 
the latter they ought to do for Peace-ſake, and 
becauſe they ſhou'd pteſer the Exerciſe of that 
Religion (tho' only in tolerated Cite 
1 whic 
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which they approve beſt of, to any Temporal 


Profits or Honours their Country cou'd give 


them, No Law can be contrived by Human 
Wiſdom, ſo perfect as not to have many In- 
conveniences attending it, which weak and 


querulous Minds pore on, without the ſmalleſt 


Regard to the Neceſſity there is for ſuch 
Laws, and the good Effects they otherwiſe 
produce. But however, the leſſer Good muſt 
always give place to the greater, and, in the 


Caſe before us, the Grievances ſuffered by a 


Minority are no Way equal to the General 


Diſtraction and Ruin that muſt follow upon a 


want of Order and Government in Religious 
Matters. But 'tis not neceſſary to ſay any 
thing further in Favour of Eſtabliſhment, to 
thoſe, who are aſpiring to it, with all the In- 
tereft they can make, and only ſeem averſe to 
t to cover and aſſiſt their Deſigns. 


Tis objected to the Te-Ad, That it 


© admits hypocritical Conformiſts into Places 
* of Truſt, whom to employ, mult be againſt 
the Intereſt of the State, and excludes the 
© ſcrupulouſly honeſt, whoſe Integrity their 


Country is deprived of, on Account of Mat- 


* ters that have nothing to do with its Wel- 
a» hs | 

It cannot be deny'd but that ſome do ſeem 
to turn to the Eſtabliſh'd Church on Account 
of Employments, of whom the greater part 


notwithſtanding, as we are not to judge their 


Hearts, 


N 
Hearts, ſhou'd in Charity be ſuppoſed to owe 
their Converfion to Conſcience, or the Opi- 
nion that the Difference between the Presby- 
terian Diſſenters and us, is too inconſiderable 
to juſtify a Separation, At leaſt it ſhou'd ſuf- 
fice, in Anſwer to this Objection, that they 
generally diſcharge their Duty as well as o- 
thers, As for the honeft and ſcrupulous Gen- 
tlemen, whom it may exclude, their Princi- 
ples muſt be ſo oppoſite to thoſe of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Religion (for that is the Rub to their 
Conſciences) that it could not be hoped they 
ſhou'd befriend it, when in Power; nay, it 
is to be feared they ſhou'd joyn their Shoulders 
to overturn it, and if they are Foes to their 
Religion, they cannot be ſuppoſed to be Friends 
to the Civil Government of our Country; 
ſince their Intereſts, ſuch is the Harmony of 
our Conſtitution, are the ſame. 

Again, the Repealers urge, that the Ho- 
* nour of that Parliament is pledged to them 
* by a Promiſe of a Repeal.* Whether this 
be true or no, I know not; but the Occa- 
ſion aſſign'd for that Promiſe is ſuch, as the 
Parliament that made it, cou'd not publickly 
avow. Let us ſee tho', ſuppoſing ſuch a Pro- 
miſe to have been made, how far tt is to be in- 
ſiſted on. By what Parliament was it made? 
Was it by the preſent? No. Is one Parlia- 
ment obliged to keep the Promiſes of another? 


By no means; nor even to continue its 
nes! 1 1 
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it they ſhall fee Reaſon for repealing them, 
or elſe we ſhould never have ſeen the Tefl- Aft 
puſhed at. Have they any Writings to ſhew 


for their Promiſe, or is it Entered in the Re- 


cords of the Parliament? No. With what 
Aſſurance then can the Diſſenters urge it? Or 


how can the preſent Parliament think them 


ſelves obliged to keep it? It is anſwered, it 
© cannot indeed be inſiſted on in a legal Way, 
but that the Honour of that Body is at 


© Stake for the Performance. No more, | | 


tro, than mine can be for a Promiſe made by 
my Great-grandfather, which if it were in a 
Thing that I might do only without Offence 
to my Conſcience, I ſhould laugh at, but 
were it a Promiſe to joyn in the Subverſion of 
my Country's Conſtitution, I ſhould abhor. 

Tis further urged, © That as the T7%- 47 
© is impoſed by the Ettabliſh'd Church as a de- 
fenſive Severity, if it ſhou'd prove ineffec- 


© rual to the End, ſeverer Methods ought to 


© be appliec, and ſo on till the moſt tyrannick 
© Periecution be found requiſite. There's no 


Neceflity for all this. Charity ſhou'd inter- 


poſe before the Laws proceed to ſuch Rigour, 
and every one that will conſider the Laws of 
that kind provided in theſe Kingdoms, toge- 
ther with the Behaviour of our Diſſenters, 
will be ſatisfied the Conſtitution of England 
has had an inviolable Regard to Moderation 
and Mercy, at Seaſons when rougher hg 

cem 


. 
| There is a Cloud of other Objections, that 
is manifeſtly exhaled from prejudice, and 
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ſeem to have been call'd for. But to ſet this 


Climax in its proper Light, let one urge a Pa- 
rallel. If in a Chronical Diforder, a fmall 
Quantity of Phyſick will not ſuffice, you muſt 
encreaſe the Doſe, {till adding to it as long as 
the Diſorder proves ſtubborn, till the Quan- 
tity be ſufficient to poyſon the Patient, and 
there you may ftop. Take another. As Free- 
dom of Thought and Speech ſhou'd not be 


deny'd to any, in order to the impartial In- 
veſtigation of Truth, fo if ſuch a Degree of 
Freedom as is ſufficient to examine the ſeve- 


ral Perſuaſions that obtain among Chriſtians, 
does not ſatisfy, we muſt proceed to ſuch a 
Freedom as may call Chriftianity it ſelf in 
queſtion, and perſuade the Renunciation of it, 
when 'tis deem'd erroneous, and if that be 


not enough, the Freedom mult ſtill be enlarg- 


ed to a Priviledge of doubting of the Being of 
a God, and perſuading the People either into 
Deiſm or Atheiſm, according as this or that 
Opinion ſhall preponderate with the Perſua- 


Spleen, and Diſcontent, in order to darken 
the Truth, and eclipſe the Glory of the moſt 
reaſonable and beautiful Eſtabliſhment in the 
World, But as they are very thin and un- 
ſubſtantial, an Application of the general Rea- 
ſonings, on which we procceded at the begin- 

| | ning, 
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ning, will eaſily diſperſe or annihilate them all. 
Moſt of your Writers for a weak Party or a 


weak Cauſe, endeavour to choak Reaſon, and 


blunt the Edge ot Oppoſition, with a Rabble- 
rout of Cavils, and Reproaches, and Inſinua- 


tions, which they hurry on their Adverſary, 


before they advance with what they call their 
Reaſonings. The Repealers, in Imitation of 
the Turkiſh manner of Fighting, bring grear 
Hoſts of ſuch poltroun Arguments into the 
Field, and indeed ſeem to have little elſe to de- 
pend on for a Victory. Some of them, how- 


ever, it muſt be own'd, conduct them with 


ſuch Art and Addreſs, that they muſt gene- 
rally prevail among all, who do not, in diſpu- 
ting, guard themſelves with that excellent 


Prelervative, Reaſon. I ſhall only beg leave 


of the patient Reader to ſingle out one of 


them, by which he may judge of the reſt. 


We are told that at the Reformation, 


has a Right to judge for himſelf in Matters 
of Religion; that this Right cou'd not be 
reſtrained by annexing worldly Emoluments 
to ſome, and Deprivation of Civil Privileges 
from other Opinions; or that if it might (as 
it is by the 25 f. Ac the Proteſtants of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church cou'd have no pretence 
© for acting in Oppoſition to the Laws in 
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Force at the Reformation, when they {- 


eure 


the Grand Principle was, that every Man 
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© cure themſelves by the very ſame Me- 
© thods. * 

Tis true, that the Freedom of Judgment 
was the Principle of the Reformation, Tis 
| likewiſe true, that this Right ought not to 
be by any means, reſtrain'd, But 'tis falſe that 
Temporal Encouragement or Diſcouragement 
can reſtrain it, unleſs among ſuch as regard 
this World more than the next, and ſuch 1 
hope the Diſſenters will not ſuffer themſelves 
to be thought. Where is their boaſted Free- 
dom of Thought, and Vigour of Mind in 
examining and adhering to Truth, if the 
Temptation of a profitable Employment can 


byaſs their Judgments, and make them change 


their Perſuaſion ? They muſt be ſuppoſed to 
ſollicit a Repeal in Parliament with Words 
like theſe, * Good Gentlemen repeal the 


© 7Teft-AF, for we ſincerely proteſt our Reaſon 


© is ſo weak, that if it continue in Force, it 
© will perſuade us all to come over to the E- 
© ſtabliſh'd Church out of Principle; or our 
© Honeſty is ſo little to be truſted, that tho” 
© we turn not for Conſcience, we ſhall for 
© Profit's ſake, Let us beſeech you to ſpare 
© your weak Brethren, too weak to ſee what 


© is right, and too weak to ſtand by it, when 
© we do ſee it. O pity our Blindneſs, and 


© commilerate our Hypocriſy. ' | 


e 
If the Objector wou'd know why the 
Church of England pretends to ſecure it ſelf 
by Laws founded on Temporal Confiderations, 
when it broke thro' ſuch at the Reformation 
impoſed by another Church, and why it does 
not allow the Liberty it aſſum'd; let him con- 
fider, that the Laws it broke thro', were not 
only excluſive but coercive, not only ſuch as 
withdrew Employment, but all Exerciſe of 
Religion, and even their Lives, from all that 
diſſented from the then Eſtabliſh'd Church; 
that the Errors and Abuſes of that Church, 
from which we diſſented, were ſufficient to 
juſtifie the Tranſgreſſion of Laws fo tyranni- 
cal as it impoſed 3 that the Diſenters from 
our Church have nothing material to object to 
it, and are kept in a State of Separation by a 
Party-ſpirit, inſpired at firſt by our Enemies 
from abroad, and ſome ambitious Ringleaders 
at home, and ſtill fomented by warm Zealots 
and Scots Miniſters, that have no other Way 
of getting Bread, bur by keeping up the 
Schiſm; let him laſtly conſider, that we think 
our {elves thoroughly reformed, and that we 
think it highly expedient to guard our ſelves, 
by fach Laws as may beſt anſwer the End, 
both againſt a Relapſe into Popery on the one 
Hand, and the dangerous Extream, our Di/- 
enters have run into, on the other, of reject- 
ing Church Government, and Reforming tor 


ever. | 
But 
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Eſſects wou'd it have upon the Civil Conſti- 
tution? Why, it wou'd revive a ſinking 
Party, and with it all the miſeries and Di- 
ſtractions that attended an Equality of Power 
in the Parties on former Occaſions; it wou'd 
give Birth to new Diſcontents and Feuds, and 
reimbroil a Country that has ſcarce any Na- 
tional Happineſs left, but that Peace, which 
the Revolution bequeath'd it; it would fill 
our Places of Truſt with Scots. men. 

Nor wou'd the Repeal have better Effects 
on the Conſtitution Spiritual. Schiſm, which 
our Church has hitherto, bleſſed be God, 
been free from, wou'd immediately find a 
wide Entrance; the little Zeal and Piety, 


that is ſtill left us, wou'd again be perverted 


and exhauſted, in Diſputation, the Adverſary 
as well of Truth as Charity; but above all, 
Socinianiſm and Arianiſm, with which our Di/- 


ſenters are moſt unhappily corrupted and di- 


vided, wou'd break in upon us like a Tor- 
rent, and ſpread themſelves among us like a 

Contagion, ſhou'd we admit thoſe among us, 
who are ſo dangerouſly infected? Shou'd we 


give them Power, and put Weapons into their 


Hands, not only to pierce our ſelves, but to 
ſtrike at the Divinity of our Saviour ? Same- 
neſs of Principle, and Uniformity have hither- 
to kept our Church together, and we may 
date its Ruin from _ Time, when forcign 


But ſuppoſing the Te- Act repealed, what 
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'- or contrary Perſuaſions ſhall be put into Pla- 
ces of Truſt, and thereby be empowered to 
divide it. | | | 
The Weak Side of theſe Nations, as u- 
nited under the Crown of England, is our Par- 
ties and our Diviſions in Religion. This our 
Popiſh Neighbours have ſhewn themſelves but 
| too ſenſible of on many Occaſions, and are 
| ſtill intent to ſtrike at the Joint, that keeps 
| us together, when they ſhall find it unguard- 
ed. Nay, they have always uſed the utmoſt 
Means to foment our Differences, and keep 
our Breaches wide, in order to preferve an 
opener Entrance for their own Deſigns, when- 
ſoever Occaſion ſhall offer to put them in 
Execution. France and Spain are now enga- 
ged in a War, that will keep them in all Pro- 
bability, buſy, We arc likely to take our 
Station on t'other Side, and muſt give great 
Weight to the Scale, in which the Engliſh 
Sword ſhall be laid. If they can embroil us 
at home, a diſcontented Party muſt be the 
Conſequence, whom the Pretender, aſſiſted 
with foreign Forces and Money, may join; 
and then we have Work enough cut out for 
us to divert our Forces upon our ſelves, till 
they have carried their Points with their Ene- 
mies and our Allies. Sus 
It does not ſeem unlikely that the preſent 
Puſh for a Repeal of the T%-Act has been 
ſecretly inſpired by Counſels from Rome or 
85 Paris, 
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Paris, tho the Diſſenters themſelves are not 
in the leaſt aware of it. My Reaſons for 
thinking ſo are theſe, 

The French have, I know not how, a 
ſtrange Influence over us, as is evident from 
the Grant made them to enliſt Native 1ri/þ 
for the French Service, and they are too wile 
and too watchful to miſs any Opportunity of 
ſetting us together by the Ears, eſpecially 
when they have Occaſion for our Diviſions. 
Now no Engine cou'd have been contrived, 

fo powerful to that Purpoſe, as the Sollicita- 
tion of the Repeal by the Di/enters; becaule, 
if they ſucceed, thoſe of the Eitabliſh'd Church 
(at leaſt as many as were once of the Tory Par- 
ty) will be extreamly diſcontented, and the 
Papiſis will become outragious at the odious 

Diſtinction put between them and the Diſſen- 
ters. If they do not ſucceed, the End will 
not be ſo well anſwered indeed, but however } 
the Diſenters will be diſſatisfied, and 'tis ea 
aſliſting a Male-content. Party to make Di- 
ſturbances. | | 

Theſe are the Grounds for my ConjeEtures, |} 
which I ſubmit to the Candour of my Coun= {| 
try-men ! But whether they be reaſonable or 
not, tis certain our Enemies abroad have 
Cauſe to rejoice at what's a doing, and no 
doubt on't, now 'tis {et on Foot, will lend an 
helping Hand to forward it, They are {cl> | 
dom wanting to ſuch Opportunities, and I | 

1 hope 


. 
hope our Houſes of Parliament will be as vi- 
gilant to prevent their Deſigns, particularly 
in the preſent Caſe, by keeping Matters as 
they were, and carefully guarding againſt thoſe 
| Commotions, they are giving Force to. Al- 
| terations in a Government at the beginning of 
| a War, uſually prove of ill Conſequence, and 
often fatal, | 5 
"Tis ſtrenuovily urged by the Drſenters, 
that their firm Attachment to the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, their ſignal Services in the late Re- | 
volution, and their good Behaviour ſince, en- 
title them to a Repeal. | * 
That they are ſtanch Proteſtants, thoſe of 
them 1 mean, that are not dazled with a New 
Light, of whom 'tis hard to ſay, yet what 
they are, we do not deny. But if by Pro- 
reſtants, we mean the Reformed, they have 
always diſcovered a very wrong kind of Pro- 
teftantiſm, inaſmuch as the only Rule they 
ſeem to have uſed in Reforming, was that of 
being as unlike the Church of Rome, in every 
thing, as poſſible, They have rather demon- 
ſtrated an Averſion to that Church, than an 
Abhorrence of her Errors, by rejecting what 
is truly Scriptural and Primitive, as well as 
what is purely Popiſh and Novel, and by rail- 
ing at the Church of Exgland, on which lo 
great a Part of the Proteſtant Intereſt in Eu- 
rope hangs, for retaining thole Forms and U- 
ſages, which were ſo free from aha" ; 
thnñat 


1 
chat there had never been a Reformation, had 
nothing more corrupt obtain'd among Chri- 
ſtians, than they. ; 
As to their ſignal Services in the Revoluti- 
on, we allow them all the Praiſe that's due 
but we don't take it kindly of them, that they 
ſhou'd make themſelves the only, or the chief 
Inſtruments iu bringing about that great and 
happy Event. I have heard that there were 
Members of the Church of England, not a 
tew, who hazarded their Lives in that Quar- 
rel; and J know ſeveral old Men of them, 
© who have the Confidence to brag at this Day, 
that they did actually receive Wounds, and 
perform notable Exploits in that War. I don't 
know whether 'tis Partiality to our Church 
that makes me too credulous to theſe old Fel- 


lows, but however, I don't believe the Diſſen- 


ters ſtood alone in that Quarrel. But I can't 
ſee why they ſhou'd ſer down their Peforman- 
ces in the Article of Services done to the E- 
ſtabliſhmenr. Did they not fight for them- 
ſelves ? Have they not enjoy'd the Fruits of it 
ever {ince? Did they not oppoſe Popery, be- 
cauſe they knew their Intereſt incompatible 
with that of Rome? And did they not joyn 
us, becauſe they thought us the better kind 
of Papifis, and knew themſelves unable to 
make Head alone? *Tis Folly to reckon up 
Obligations on ſuch Occaſions. The general 
| Intereſt of the Party, in ſuch Caſes, is * 
1 the 
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the Motive and Meaſure of whatſoever is done, and if 


that intereſt cannot be ſupported ſingly, it muſt be 


grafted on that of a ſtronger Party, which has more of 
Caution, than Kindneſs-in it, and merits rather Com- 


mendation, than Thanks. But if it be an Obligation, 


"ris at leaſt not ſo huge an one, as the State is to re- 
turn by maiming it ſelf, and eſtabliſhing a Second Per- 
ſuaſion, to the certain Deſtruction of both. It would 
give our Popiſh Neighbours no ſmall Pleaſure to ſee 
the different Proteſtant Parties on a Level in Power, that 
they might be in a Capacity to deſtroy each other, and 
give them the Spoil without the Trouble of Plotting, 
or the Danger of Fighting for it. No doubt on't they 


will be ready, on all Occaſions, to aſſiſt the weaker 


Party, knowing that a Fight cannot long ſubſiſt, unleſs 


between Matches, 


As to the Behaviour of Diſſenters, ſince the Reyolu- 
tion, it has been, generally ſpeaking, within the Bounds 
of Decency ; and where there have been particular In- 
ſtances to the contrary, they may very well be pardon'd, 


: as being only the natural Effects of Diſcontent, and 


what others in the ſame Circumſtances might have done. 
But then a Behaviour that is only pardonable, or, at beſt 
decent, has no extraordinary Right to plead Merit, un- 
Jefs it be inſiſted on that the Eſtabliſn'd have Reaſon to 
thank the Diſſenting Proteſtants, for not ſhewing more 
Spleen, ſince they have ſo much, tho' even in that Caſe, 
there is no great Obligation Why ſhould I thank you 
for not aſſaulting me, when your Weapon is ſhorter than 
mine, and I better guarded than you? But it ſeems, tis 
a great Obligation from them that they keep quiet. 
Tis to be own'd they have ſhewn nothing very blaine- 
worthy in their Conduct, from the Revolution till to- 
wards the Middle of the laſt Summer, when they began 
to contrive and concert Meaſures for the Repeal of the 
Tot Act. Since that, their hitherto well-diſſembled Re- 
ſentment, began to ſhew it ſelf, notwithſtanding it was 
o much their own Intereſt to conceal it at this particu- 
lar Juncture. Neyertheleſs, tho' we may eaſily, and 
1911614 | | ought 


TRY 

dught to excuſe the little Inſtances of Spleen in private 
Perſons, we can't ſo patiently paſs by the Affront offer'd 
us in the large Sums they have rais'd in order to this 
Occaſion, For to what End ſuch Sums? Or rather to 
| What End Money at all? Whom cou'd they bribe with 
it? Do they hope for a Venal Parliament, or a Merce- 
nary Court? Wou'd they buy an Act of Parliament? 
Yes, they wou'd buy; but there is none to fell, Laws 
innocent in themſelves are not to be procured for Money. 
How much leſs ſuch Laws, as tend to the Ruin of that 
Religion which our Court and Parliaments profeſs and 
_ exerciſe, and ſtill again how much leſs ſuch as lay up a 
Magazine of Contention to be a Fund for future Civil 
Wars, by dividing our Intereſts at Home, and ballancing 
thoſe Intereſts ſo divided by an Equality of Power, while 
they gratify the Malice, expoſe us to the Craft, and lay 
us open to the Attempts of our foreign Enemies? 
Nor does it deſerve leſs of our Indignation, that they 


ſhou'd openly boaſt their hopes of having the greater 


Number of our Biſhops on the Side of the Repeal. Bur 
why, of all Men, ſhou'd they be ſuſpected of a Deſire - : 
to have the Teſ? repeal'd ? Is it becauſe they know bet- : 
ter than others, how great a Share of their own Church's 
Intereſt is wrap'd up in the Sacramental-Teſt ? Or is 
it becauſe they are bound by ſtronger Ties, to protect 
the Purity, and further the Uniformity of Religion, than 
other Men? Or is it becauſe they have almoſt all th 
them declared themſelves againſt a Repeal ? Surely they 
can't imagine that they wou'd baſely poſtpone the Wel- 
fare of Religion, over which 'tis their Office to watch, 
to any Hopes of further Promotion from a Court, 
which cannot afford ſuch Hopes for that kind of Service, 
without ſhaking the Conſtitution, on which its Power 
and Glory are ſupported, and without breaking down 
the Walls of that Religion, 'tis ſolemnly engaged to pro- 
tet. Tho' the Diſſenters have never been Friends to Bi- 
ſnops, and therefore might be ſuppoſed ready to ſay the 
hardeſt Things of them they cou'd invent, yet, as, the 
Court has always been extreamly indulgent to them, *tis 

| | Matter 


K 1 
| Matter of Wonder, how they cou'd pre- 
tend its Aſſiſtance in this Affair, a Thing fo 
derogatory to its Honour. But our Biſhops 
will thew them that Religion in their Hands, 
is under better Management than they ima- 
gine, that they have, a far nobler Spirit of 
Piety, than any thing elſe, but Experience, 
will make their Maligners allow them. The 
Court. too will ſhew them, that it is both 
too ſenſible of our Welfare as well Eccleſiaſ- 
tical as Civil, and too ſtudious of the general 
Good, in both Reſpects, to encourage the 
Repeal of a Law, that has hitherto been the 
Bulwark of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, the moſt 
powerful Motive to Uniformity, and which 
if it continue in Force, for thirty or forty 
Years to come, will probably leave few Di/- 
ſergers in theſe Kingdoms. | 
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